Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.

Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.
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» WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

This weekend you may see an unusual sight:
priests in pink (yes, I know the proper name
for the color is rosacea (rose) and no, I would
not like to continue the annual ritual of “pretty
in pink” remarks, thank you very much!).

Observant parishioners will recall that this
practice occurs at the midpoint of both
Advent and Lent. And it is the theme of
‘midpoint’ that takes precedence here: we are
half-way through the season of repentance
that precedes the advent and resurrection of
the Son of God. For
a brief moment, we
take a break from the
penitential tones of the
season and celebrate

our nearness to the
Lord.

One of the summer
days while I was
travelling between

parishes, I was struck
by the beauty of the view as I rounded Sequim
Bay. The sun was just above the horizon and
the colors surrounding it were spectacularl A
golden hue colored the waters and trees across
the way, but the sky was where it was at: purple
and rose melted together above the bright
yellow sun. I had trouble keeping my eyes on
the road, it was so breathtaking]

As we travel towards Holy Week and Easter,
may we keep our eyes on Christ, already
anticipating the glory of His resurrection!
March 30, 2025

Read more at www.fathermaurer.com

This Saturday, April 5, we
celebrate a perhaps lesser-
known saint: Saint Vincent
Ferrer. A Dominican friar

of Valencia, he lived during

a time of schism within the
Church - when three different
men claimed to be the pope!
Though that crisis was not

resolved until just before
Saint Vincent’s death, he dedicated himself

to going into the world to preach Christ - a
renewal he was convinced would heal the
schism and one that earned him the nickname
the ‘Angel of Judgment’. May we likewise turn
to the Lord in times of division, entrusting
ourselves and the world to Him!

During the season of Lent, we will have

extra opportunities for confession across our
parishes. Of course we are all obliged to go to
confession whenever we are aware of mortal
(grave) sin or at least once a year - this so that
we can worthily receive communion at least
once a yeat, ideally in the Easter season.

But seriously, who of us on/y sins once a

year?! And what a gift

to be able to offer our
contrition to Jesus and be
restored to the fullness
of His friendship! Let us
take advantage of these
additional opportunities -
and encourage others to
do the same!

From the desk of the pastor


http://www.fathermaurer.com
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POR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Alégrate, Jerusalén, reunfos todos los que la amais, regocijaos los que estuvisteis tristes para que exultéis;

mamaréis a sus pechos y os saciaréis de sus consuelos.

Este fin de semana podran ver una escena
inusual: sacerdotes vestidos de rosa (si, sé que
el nombre correcto del color es rosacea (rosa) y
no, no quisiera continuar con el ritual anual de
los comentarios de “vestirse de rosa”, jmuchas
gracias!).

Los feligreses observantes recordaran que

esta practica ocurre a mitad de Adviento y
Cuaresma. Y es el tema del “punto medio” el
que prevalece aqui: estamos a mitad del tiempo
de arrepentimiento que precede al adviento y
la resurreccion del Hijo

de Dios. Por un breve
momento, N0s tomamos
un respiro de los tonos
penitenciales de la
temporada y celebramos
nuestra cercania al Sefior.

Un dia de verano,
mientras viajaba

entre parroquias, me
impresiond la belleza de la vista al rodear la
bahia de Sequim. jEl sol estaba justo sobre el
horizonte y los colores que lo rodeaban eran
espectaculares! Un tono dorado coloreaba las
aguas y los arboles al otro lado del camino,
pero el cielo estaba donde estaba: purpura y
rosa se fundian bajo el brillante sol amarillo.
Me costaba mantener la vista en el camino, jera
tan impresionante!

Al acercarnos a la Semana Santa y la Pascua,
mantengamos la mirada puesta en Cristo,

janticipando ya la gloria de su resurreccion!
30 marzo, 2025

Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com

Este sabado, 5 de abril,

celebramos a un santo quizas

A

menos conocido: San Vicente y
Ferrer. Fraile dominico de
Valencia, vivié en una época
de cisma en la Iglesia, jcuando
tres hombres diferentes se
proclamaron Papa!l Aunque
esa crisis no se resolvid hasta
poco antes de su muerte,

San Vicente se dedico a ir por el mundo a
predicar a Cristo, una renovacion que, segun
él, sanarfa el cisma y que le vali6 el apodo

de ‘Angel del Juicio’. {Que también nosotros
recurramos al Sefior en tiempos de division,
encomendandonos a El, tanto nosotros
mismos como el mundo!

Durante la Cuaresma, tendremos
oportunidades adicionales de confesién en
nuestras parroquias. Por supuesto, todos
estamos obligados a confesarnos siempre que
tengamos conciencia de algiin pecado mortal
(grave) o al menos una vez al afio, para poder
comulgar dignamente al menos una vez al ano,
idealmente en Pascua.

Pero hablando en serio, ¢quién de nosotros
peca solo una vez al afo? [Y qué regalo poder

ofrecer nuestra contricion

a Jesus y ser restaurados a
la plenitud de su amistad!
iAprovechemos estas
oportunidades adicionales y
animemos a otros a hacer lo
mismo!

Del escritorio del pastor


http://www.fathermaurer.com

