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WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one;

one day within your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

Cf. Ps 84 (83): 10-11

Divisive, demoralizing - is there anyone who
actually wants to have these labels applied to
them? Yet in today’s scriptures, these words are
used (accurately!) to describe first the prophet
Jeremiah and then by Christ Himself - of

Himself, no less!

Though we must beware the temptation to
revel in unsettling others, the Gospel oxght to
challenge any complacency into which we’ve
settled. I heard a prayer recently that ended
with the petition that ‘the hungry be satisfied
and the satisfied be given hunger for You’.
How easy it is to only
complete the first part of
this prayer - addressing
physical hunger and going

no further!

We see this not only
in our personal lives
but in the life of our
communities. A routine gets established, a

pattern of accomplishing something sets in,
‘the way we do things’ is accepted - and God
help anyone who disrupts the status quo! We
don’t have to look far to see, as Christ named
today, ‘three against two and two against three’.

Saint Paul reminds us to keep our eyes fixed
on Jesus our leader and “perfecter” of faith

- and that’s quite a challenge, to be built to
perfection! The key, however, is that it is Jesus
Who pertects us. Ours is to persevere - even
when it is uncomfortable - in running the race
that lies before us.

Read more at www.fathermaurer.com

The title of ‘Doctor of the
Church’ is perhaps one gaining
more attention with the

recent naming of John Henry
Newman among their ranks.

This Wednesday, August 20, we
celebrate another: Saint Bernard of
Clairvaux.

A fierce teacher and personality,

he is perhaps most known for his foundation
of the Cistercians - a reform order of the
Benedictines and among the most strict. It is
to Saint Bernard that the quip ‘the road to hell
is paved with good intentions’ is attributed.
May we join Saint Bernard in faithfully and
boldly presenting the faith to the world.

Okay, so maybe we aren’t ready to launch faith
formation programs on Mars (yet!), but we are
gearing up for those programs at all of our
churches. In just a few weeks, preparation for
First Holy Communion, Confirmation, and

adult converts to the Catholic faith (OCIA)
will formally begin - and we need your help!

Teaching is not solely

a matter of passing on
specific tenets of the faith.
What is most needed

are faithful witnesses -
something to which ALL
of us are called. Call the
parish office to learn how
you can help others meet
and better know Christ!

TEACH ON MARS

August 17, 2025
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POR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Fijate, oh, Dios, escudo nuestro; mira el rostro de tu Ungido,

porque vale mas un dia en tus atrios que mil en mi casa.

Divisivo, desmoralizante... chay alguien que
quiera que le apliquen estas etiquetas? Sin
embargo, en las Escrituras de hoy, estas
palabras se usan (jcon precision!) para describir
primero al profeta Jeremias y luego a Cristo
mismo, jde si mismo, nada menos!

Si bien debemos cuidarnos de la tentacion

de deleitarnos inquietando a los demas, el
Evangelio debe desafiar cualquier complacencia
en la que nos hayamos acomodado. Hace poco
escuché una oraciéon que terminaba con la
peticion: “Los hambrientos sean saciados y a
los saciados se les dé hambre de T1”. Qué facil
es completar solo la primera
parte de esta oracion:
abordar sola el hambre fisical

Vemos esto no solo en
nuestra vida personal,
sino también en la vida de

nuestras comunidades. Se
establece una rutina, se establece un patréon
para lograr algo, se acepta “nuestra manera de
hacer las cosas”, jy que Dios ayude a cualquiera
que altere el szatus guol No tenemos que ir muy
lejos para ver, como Cristo dijo, “tres contra
dos y dos contra tres”.

San Pablo nos recuerda que debemos
mantener la mirada fija en Jesus, nuestro lider y
consumador de la fe, |y eso es todo un reto: ser
edificados hasta la perfeccion! La clave es que
es Jeszis quien nos perfecciona. Quo podamos
perseverar, incluso cuando sea incomodo, en la
carrera que tenemos por delante.
17 augusto, 2025

Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com

Cf. Ps 84 (83): 10-11

El titulo de “Doctor de la
Iglesia” esta cobrando cada vez
mas relevancia con el reciente
nombramiento de John Henry
Newman. Este miércoles, 20 de
agosto, celebramos a otro: San
Bernardo de Claraval.

Un maestro y una personalidad
aguerrida, es quizas mas
conocido por fundar el Cister,
una orden reformada de los benedictinos,
una de las mas estrictas. A San Bernardo

se le atribuye la frase “el camino al infierno
esta empedrado de buenas intenciones”.
Acompanemos a San Bernardo en la
presentacion fiel y audaz de la fe al mundo.

Bueno, quizas no estemos listos para lanzar
programas de formacion en la fe en Marte
(jtodavial), pero nos estamos preparando para
esos programas en todas nuestras iglesias.

En pocas semanas, comenzara formalmente
la preparacién para la Primera Comunion, la
Confirmacion y la Conversion de Adultos a la
Fe Catolica (OCIA), jy necesitamos tu ayudal!

Ensefiar no se trata solo

de transmitir principios
especificos de la fe. Lo que
mas necesitamos son testigos
fieles, algo a lo que TODOS
estamos llamados. {I.lama a la
oficina parroquial para saber
cémo puedes ayudar a otros

a conocer a Cristo! TEACH ON MARS
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