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¥ WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?
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- Father Jacob Maurer
Within your will, O Lotd, all things are established, and there is none that can resist your will.
For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth,
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. Cf. Est4:17

Dear friends,

Happy falll I hope you are enjoying the change of seasons as the end of Ordinary Time draws
near and Advent approaches.

I am excited to share with you a special initiative of our parish family: OVC Days. In every
diocese, the Ordinary (the bishop of that diocese) appoints one or more clergy to be a Vicar for
Clergy - ‘OVC’ stands for the Office of the Vicar for Clergy. At the direction of the Vicar for
Clergy, the men & women of this office support him in the work forming, guiding, and
supporting priests & deacons of our diocese. These are also the first responders to any concern
that comes from the average Catholic to the chancery (the offices of the bishop in Seattle).

As we all know, it is easy for us here on the Olympic Peninsula to feel disconnected from the
workings of the archdiocese as a whole, especially the various chancery offices in Seattle — we
may even feel tempted to feel that our cares and theirs are in conflict or at odds with the other. It
was with this in mind — mindful of the great support the OVC offers, often invisibly — that we
discerned offering a tangible expression of support & connection.

Thus was born what we have dubbed ‘OVC Days’ (so named after our annual priest conference
called ‘Priest Days’) — a two-day retreat here on the Olympic Peninsula for these folks. My hope is
that we use this opportunity to express our gratitude for the work that they do — and for us to
learn more about and support those who work on behalf of us, our deacons, and our priests.

This is where you come in: in addition to our parish family sponsoring this retreat (providing
for accommodations, food, and events), we would like to ensure that each of the eleven (11) OVC
staffers receives a spiritual bouquet from our parish family. We are inviting each parish
ministry or group to adopt a staff member and pray a novena (of your choice of prayers) on
their behalf - we have photos and brief biographies, as well as a thank you card for participants to
sign. If you are interested, please contact Courtney at Saint Mary Star of the Sea, Christy at
Queen of Angels & Saint Joseph, or Sue at Saint Anne & Saint Thomas.

We are abundantly blessed by all those who give of themselves in support of our communities.
May we take this opportunity to prayerfully and joyfully bless them in return!
Yours in Christ,
Father Maurer
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| %+ (POR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer
A tu poder, Sefor, esta sometido el mundo entero; nadie puede oponerse a ti.
T creaste el cielo y la tierra y las maravillas todas que existen bajo el cielo.
T eres Senor del universo. Cf. Est4:17

Queridos amigos,

iFeliz otofio! Espero que estén disfrutando del cambio de estacion con la llegada del fin del
Tiempo Ordinario y el Adviento.

Me emociona compartir con ustedes una iniciativa especial de nuestra familia parroquial: los Dias
de la OVC. En cada dibcesis, el Ordinario (el obispo de la didcesis) nombra a uno o mas clérigos
Vicario para el Clero. “OVC” significa Oficina del Vicario para el Clero. Los hombres y mujeres
de esta oficina lo apoyan en la formacion, guia y apoyo de los sacerdotes y didconos de nuestra
di6cesis. Estos también son los primeros en responder a cualquier inquietud que el catdlico
promedio presente en la cancilleria (la oficina del obispo en Seattle).

Aqui en la Peninsula Olimpica es facil sentirnos desconectados del funcionamiento de la
arquidiocesis, especialmente de las diversas oficinas de la cancillerfa en Seattle; incluso podemos
sentir la tentacion de pensar que nuestras preocupaciones y las suyas entran en conflicto. Con esto
en mente, conscientes del gran apoyo que ofrece la OVC, a menudo de forma invisible,
discernimos la necesidad de ofrecer una expresion tangible de apoyo y conexion.

Asf nacié lo que hemos denominado "Dias de la OVC" (llamados asi por nuestra conferencia
anual de sacerdotes, "Dias Sacerdotales"): un retiro de dos dias aqui en la Peninsula Olimpica para
estas personas. Espero que aprovechemos esta oportunidad para expresar nuestra gratitud por el
trabajo que realizan y para aprender mas sobre quienes trabajan para nosotros, nuestros diaconos
y sacerdotes, y para apoyarlos.

Aqui es donde entras ti: ademas de que nuestra familia parroquial patrocina este retiro, nos
gustaria asegurarnos de que cada uno de los once miembros del OVC reciba un ramo espiritual de
nuestra familia parroquial. Invitamos a cada ministerio o grupo parroquial a adoptar a un
miembro del personal y rezar una novena (de su eleccion) en su nombre. Tenemos fotos y
breves biografias, asi como una tarjeta de agradecimiento para que los participantes la firmen. Si
te interesa, contacta con Courtney en Santa Marfa Estrella del Mar, Christy en Reina de los
Angeles y San José, o Sue en Santa Ana y Santo Toms.

Nos sentimos bendecidos por todos aquellos que se entregan a nuestro apoyo.. jQue
aprovechemos esta oportunidad para bendecirlos con oracion y alegrial
Suyo en Cristo, Padre Maurer
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