Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
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WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3

Today the whole Church celebrates the Feast
of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica.
Even among Catholics, there is often the
misconception that St. Peter's Basilica is the
Pope's cathedral (the seat of his authority), but
it is the Lateran Basilica that is the true
cathedral of the Holy Father!

Some years ago, I visited Rome and had the
opportunity to pray inside the Lateran Basilica.
The entire basilica is very beautiful, but what
most caught my attention were the statues of
the apostles along the walls. Just as they are
tiguratively, their statues are larger than life!

Visitors cannot help but
be impressed by the

1§ depiction of the twelve

& | apostles (although T am

{l always disappointed that

o St. Matthias - whose name

I share [my middle name] is not among them).

Although this term is not used as much today,
we venerate bishops—including the Bishop of
Rome, the Holy Father—as successors of the
Apostles. How fitting that the successor of St.
Peter (the first among the apostles) should
have such a moving reminder of his fellow
bishops, with whom he collaborates closely
throughout the world.

May we likewise remember especially in our
prayers His Holiness Pope Leo XIV and our
local bishops (Archbishop Etienne, Bishop
Elizondo, and Bishop Schuster).

o,

It strikes me as a touch of divine
humor that we should have the
Feast of the Dedication of the |
Lateran Basilica (November 9) - .
a reminder of our unity with the
Bishop of Rome (the pope!)
AND that the Memorial of Saint
Leo the Great (November 10) during a time
when our pope’s name is Leo! Surely this is a

prompt for us to both celebrate and pray for
our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV.

May we ask Saint Leo the Great to pray for
our pope and the whole Church that, as Pope
Leo XIV’s motto reminds us ‘In Illo uno
unum’ (‘In the One, we are one’), we may be
one in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer for the Pope
O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,
look favorably on your servant Leo X1V,
whom you have set at the head of your
Church as her shepherd; grant, we pray, that
by word and example he may be of service to
those over whom he presides so that, together
with the flock entrusted
to his care, he may come
to everlasting life.

Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
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Llegue hasta ti mi suplica;
inclina tu oido a mi clamor, Sefior.
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k.. ;POR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3

Hoy toda la Iglesia celebra la Fiesta de la
Dedicacion de la Basilica de Letran. Incluso
entre los catélicos existe a menudo la idea
erronea de que la Basilica de San Pedro es la
catedral del Papa (la sede de su autoridad),
ipero la Basilica de Letran es la verdadera
catedral del Santo Padrel!

Hace algunos afios, yo visite Roma y tenfa la
oportunidad orar adentro la Basilica de Letran.
Toda la basilica es bien bonita, pero lo que mas
me llama la atencién son las estatuas de los
apostoles a lo largo de las paredes. {Tal como
lo son figurativamente, sus estatuas son mas
grandes que la vida mismal!

Los visitantes no pueden
evitar quedar impresionados
i1 por la representacion de los
! doce apostoles (aunque

: ‘ = siempre me decepciona que
San Matias no esté entre ellos).

Aunque hoy en dia no se usa tanto este
término, veneramos a los obispos —incluido el
Obispo de Roma, el Santo Padre— como
sucesores de los Apostoles. Qué apropiado que
el sucesor de San Pedro (el primero entre los
apostoles) tenga un recordatorio tan
conmovedor de sus compafieros obispos, con
quienes colabora estrechamente en todo el
mundo. Que nosotros también recordemos
especialmente en nuestras oraciones a Su
Santidad el Papa Leon XIV y a nuestros
obispos locales (el Arzobispo Etienne, el
Obispo Elizondo y el Obispo Schuster).

o,

Me parece una curiosa coincidencia 4
que celebremos la Fiesta de la :
Dedicacién de la Basilica de
Letran (9 de noviembre), un
recordatorio de nuestra unidad
con el Obispo de Roma (jel
Papal), y que la Memoria de San
Leon Magno (10 de noviembre) coincida con
el nombre de nuestro Papa, Ledn. Sin duda,
esto nos invita a celebrar y a orar por nuestro

Santo Padre, el Papa Leon XIV.

Pidamos a San Le6én Magno que interceda por
nuestro Papa y por toda la Iglesia para que,
como nos recuerda el lema del Papa Ledn
X1V, “In Illo uno unum” (‘En el Uno, somos

uno’), seamos uno en Cristo.

V. Oremos por nuestro Papa Leén XIV

I¥. Que el Sefior lo guarde, le dé larga vida, lo
haga santo en la tierra y no lo entregue a la
voluntad de sus enemigos.

Padre nuestro. Ave Maria.

Dios nuestro, pastor y guia de todos los fieles,
mira con bondad a tu siervo Ledn X1V,

a quien constituiste pastor de
tu Iglesia. Te rogamos que lo
sostengas con tu amot, para
que, con su palabra y su
ejemplo, conduzca al pueblo
que le has confiado, y llegue
junto con €l a la vida eterna.

Por nuestro Sefior Jesuctristo,

amén. # perow
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