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WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations,

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.

Cf. Is 30: 19, 30

On Friday, December 12 the Church celebrates
the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. As an
American, born in Minnesota and mostly
growing up in rural areas of the United States,
this is an area of the faith that only really
became known to me while I was in seminary.
I was blessed to be able to spend two summers
in Morelia, Mexico learning to speak Spanish -
during that time, I made a couple of
pilgrimages to the national basilica that is
located at the foot of the hill of Tepeyac

$ G " where Mary
appeared to Saint
- Juan Diego.

. As the Immaculate
Conception of
Mary is the patron

~ of the United
' States, so Our Lady

- of Guadalupe is for

. Mexico. What has

- always struck me is
the depth of

~~ devotion that Mary

inspires in our national neighbors to the south,

reminding me of the truth that Mary is truly
mother to all!

As we celebrate the work of God in our
Blessed Mother, may we turn to her in prayer,
asking that she who was conceived without sin
take our imperfect petitions before Her Son.
Let us also take to heart her final words before
Christ began His work of salvation: ‘do
whatever He tells you’l
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Read more at www.fathermaurer.com

On Monday we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. In each of our
parishes, we will have Masses
for this holy day of obligation
for all Catholics—but we
come not only because of the
mandate of our faith, but also
because we love our Mother—

and she loves us!

We do well to consider what petitions we
might bring before our Blessed Mother - for
what will we ask her to intercede to Her Son
on our behalf? Through her care & example,
let us draw near to Christ.

“How long has it been since your last
confession?” With these words, the priest
invites penitents to begin their confessions—
but we are all invited to consider this
question, especially if it has been a long time
since we last received God’s mercy in the
sacrament of reconciliation!

I encourage you to take advantage of the
additional opportunities for confession during
this Advent season.

From the desk of the pastor
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POR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Pueblo de Sién: mira al Sefior que viene a salvar a todos los pueblos.

El Sefior hara oir la majestad de su voz para alegria de todo corazén.

Cf 15 30: 19, 30

El viernes 12 de diciembre, la Iglesia celebra la
festividad de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe.
Como estadounidense, nacida en Minnesota y
criada principalmente en zonas rurales de
Estados Unidos, esta es una area de la fe que
solo conoci realmente mientras estaba en el
seminario. Tuve la bendiciéon de pasar dos
veranos en Morelia, México, aprendiendo
espafol. Durante ese tiempo, hice un par de
peregrinaciones a la basilica nacional, ubicada
al pie del cerro del Tepeyac, donde Maria se
aparecio a San Juan Diego.

Asi como la
- Inmaculada
- Concepcion de Maria
Cesla patrona de

Estados Unidos,
- Nuestra Sefiora de
- Guadalupe lo es para
- México. Lo que
| siempre me ha

impresionado es la
| profunda devocion
que Marfa inspira en nuestros vecinos del sur,
lo que me recuerda la verdad de que Maria es
verdaderamente madre de todos.

Al celebrar la obra de Dios en nuestra
Santisima Madre, acudamos a ella en oracion,
pidiéndole que ella, que fue concebida sin
pecado, lleve nuestras peticiones imperfectas
ante su Hijo. Tomemos también en serio sus
ultimas palabras antes de que Cristo comenzara
su obra de salvacion: “{Hacen lo que El se
digal”
7 diciembre, 2025

Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com

Lunes celebramos la
Solemnidad de la Inmaculada
Concepcion de la Santisima
Virgen Marfa. En cada uno de
nuestras parroquias,
tendremos misas por este dia
de obligacion por todos
Catolicos - pero venimos no
solo por el mandato de nuestrafg

fe sino que amamos a nuestra
Madre - y Ella a nosotros!

Haremos bien en considerar qué peticiones
podriamos presentar ante nuestra Santisima
Madre: ;qué le pediremos que interceda ante
Su Hijo en nuestro nombre? Por su cuidado y
ejemplo, acerquémonos a Cristo.

“¢Cuanto tiempo ha pasado desde tu ultima
confesion?” Con estes palabras el padre se
invita a los penitentes empezar su
confesiones - pero todos estamos invitados a
considerar esta pregunta, jespecialmente si ha
pasado mucho tiempo desde la dltima vez que
recibimos la misericordia de Dios en el
sacramento de la reconciliacién!

Te invito a aprovechar las oportunidades
adicionales de confesion en este tiempo de
Adviento.

Del escritorio del pastor



