Hosanna to the Son of David;

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. Hosanna in the highest.
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+ WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

I still remember the first time I came across a
crucifix that impressed upon me the ugliness
of Christ’s sacrifice and death. The corpus
hanging from the cross was wracked in pain,
the fingers curled around the nails, the legs
twisted in silent agony, the downturned face
hidden in shadow and barely recognizable as
human, the long scars of the wounds opened
across practically every inch of exposed flesh.

Every time I walked into that parish, I avoided
Y looking at that
crucifix....until

one day what I

| was doing hit me
| squate between

| the eyes: I was

| joining the

| Apostles in
running from the
| cross...and Him

| Who hung on it.

As we consider
= the Passion of
Jesus today and in the coming Triduum, we are
not called to inflict torture, suffering, or even
discomfort upon ourselves. It is entirely
reasonable that we would choose 7ot to focus
on the gruesomeness of Christ’s sufferings.
But whether we look up at the cross or down
at the ground, let us draw near to Him in His
suffering, standing witness to His saving
offering. And above all, let us join His mother
and the beloved Apostle in simply
accompanying Jesus at the hill of Calvary.

Cf. Mt 21: 9

“I have sinned in
betraying innocent
blood.” Too late, Judas
realized his part in the
passion and death of
Jesus. This side of
heaven, we can not
know if his sorrow and
despair led him to more
than self-destruction,
though we can hope & pray that it did!

For ourselves, let us take that extra step - not
only of recognizing our own culpability but
of presenting our brokenness to the Lord! It
is for this reason He suffered & died: that we
may be made whole.

Holy Thursday marks the institution of the
priesthood and of the Eucharist, as well as the
commissioning of the Apostles. The tradition
of the washing of feet at this Mass expresses
both the universal and ministerial priesthood.
Every baptized person is called to live out the
sanctifying (universall) priesthood in their

particular vocation. And every priest is called
to administer the sacraments in the person of

Christ.

With the washing of the
feet of twelve men this
year, we take time to
focus on the ministerial
priesthood - may we
pray that God call many
men to serve as priests!
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"iHosanna en las alturas!
iBendito ta que viste con abundante misericordial"
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+ IPOR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Cf. Mt 21: 9

Ya recuerdo la primera vez que encontré un
crucifijo que muestro la fealdad del sacrificio y
muerte de Cristo. Su cuerpo colgante,
atormentado por el dolot, sus dedos curvados
alrededor de las ufias, sus piernas retorcidas de
agonia, su rostro vuelto hacia abajo, oculto en
la sombra y apenas reconocible como humano;
las largas cicatrices de las heridas abiertas a lo
largo de practicamente cada centimetro de

Cada vez que
entraba esa
parroquia, evitaba
| miranda a ese
crucifijo... hasta
| me daba pena lo

| que era haciendo:
| uniéndome a los

| ApoOstoles para
huir de la cruz....y
de Aquel que
colgo de ella.

Al contemplar hoy, y durante el préximo
Triduo, la Pasion de Jests, no estamos
llamados a infligirnos tortura, sufrimiento ni
siquiera incomodidad. Es totalmente razonable
que optemos por no centrar nuestra atencion
en la crudeza de los padecimientos de Cristo.
Pero, ya sea que miremos hacia la cruz o hacia
el suelo, acerquémonos a El en su sufrimiento,
siendo testigos de su ofrenda salvadora. Y, por
encima de todo, unamonos a su Madre y al
Apostol amado para, simplemente, acompafar
a Jesus en el monte Calvario.
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Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com

“Pequé, entregando la
sangre de un inocente.”
Demasiado tarde, Judas
realiz6 su parte en la
pasion y muerte de
Jesus. Este lado de los
cielos, no sabemos si su
pena y desesperacion lo
llevaron a algo mas que
la autodestruccion -
ipero esperamos y oramos que lo hicieron!

Por nosotros mismos, que hacemos ahora lo
que el no pudiera hacer: no solo reconociendo
nuestra culpabilidad jsino también
presentandole al Sefior! Es para eso que sufrid
y murio: para que seamos sanados.

El Jueves Santo conmemora la institucion del
sacerdocio y de la Eucaristfa, asi como el
envio de los Apostoles. La tradicion del
lavatorio de los pies en esta Misa expresa
tanto el sacerdocio universal como el
ministerial. Todo bautizado esta llamado a
vivir el sacerdocio santificador (juniversall) en
su propia vocacion particular. Y todo
sacerdote estd llamado a administrar los
sacramentos en la persona de Cristo.

Con el lavatorio de los pies a
doce hombres este afio, nos
detenemos a reflexionar sobre
el sacerdocio ministerial,
joremos para que Dios llame a
muchos hombres a servir
como sacerdotes!
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