Dear friends,

Last weekend I shared with you the difficult realization that the Queen of Angels adoration chapel must
closed due to issues relating to Church law and archdiocesan policy. I write today to give some insight
into those issues. Before all else, I want to emphasize that no one did anything deliberately wrong.
While we now move to correct them, errors are not sins and we need not feel guilt or shame for what is
otherwise wholesome and sincere devotion to our Lord in the Eucharist.

Understanding the teaching & law of the Church and archdiocesan policy
There are three particular areas for our consideration:
e access to the tabernacle (ie, opening & closing) and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is
to restricted to clergy and a few laity delegated by the pastor, typically sacristans and occasionally
an extraordinary minister of holy communion (see Redemptionis Sacramentum #137)
e that the Eucharist may never be left unattended when exposed in a monstrance (Many Gifts,
Oune Spirit: Liturgical Design and Construction #AF 134, Redemptionis Sacramentum #130, 138
e that in our archdiocese, adoration chapels must be distinct and separate from the church
itself (see Many Gifts, One Spirit: Liturgical Design and Construction #AF 134, Built of Iiving Stones #78)

The problem(s)

In our case at Queen of Angels, the adoration chapel tabernacle has been accessible to every visitor with
the door code (itself unchanged for at least two years), with the key to the tabernacle left in the lock,
open-able by all who come in, and the Eucharist directly accessible — anyone with the code could take the
Eucharist away. Additionally, this reservation & exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is sporadic at best;
the Eucharist is unattended most hours. Finally, the chapel is set up in the narthex of the church, just a
tew feet from the main entrance into the nave (body) of the church.

Solutions in the short and long term

As I mentioned at Masses last weekend, we have a plan! In the short term, we are working on
providing access to the nave (body) of the church via the code-controlled side door. Parishioners will be
invited to get the new code from the office and will be able to pray before the tabernacle at any hour of
any day. In the long term, we will consider as a community if and how we might have exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament on special occasions, a set day of the week, or more often.

In his encyclical Ecclesia de Encharistia, Pope John Paul II taught that “(i)t is the responsibility of Pastors
to encourage, also by their personal witness, the practice of Eucharistic adoration, and exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in particular, as well as prayer of adoration before Christ present under the
Eucharistic species.” (25) Let us use this opportunity to renew — together — our devotion to the Lord in
adoration before Him in our churches!

Sincerely,
Father Jacob Maurer


https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20040423_redemptionis-sacramentum_en.html
https://archseattle.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Liturgical-Construction-Policy-2023-min.pdf
https://archseattle.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Liturgical-Construction-Policy-2023-min.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20040423_redemptionis-sacramentum_en.html
https://archseattle.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Liturgical-Construction-Policy-2023-min.pdf
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/uploadedImages/CDA/Assets/PDF/Planning%20Construction%20and%20Facilities/USCCB%20Built%20of%20Living%20Stones%20Art%20Architecture%20and%20Worship.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_20030417_eccl-de-euch.html

Queridos amigos,

Recientemente comparti con ustedes que la capilla de adoracion Reina de los Angeles debe cerrar debido
a cuestiones relacionadas con el derecho canoénico y las politicas arquidiocesanas. Les escribo hoy para
ofrecerles algunas aclaraciones sobre dichas cuestiones. Ante todo, quiero enfatizar que nadie ha
cometido ningun acto deliberadamente incorrecto. LLos errores no son pecados; no debemos sentir
culpa ni verglienza por lo que constituye una devocion sana y sincera.

Comprender la ensefianza y la ley de la Iglesia, asi como la normativa arquidiocesana
Hay tres areas especificas que debemos considerar:

e el acceso al sagrario (su apertura y cierre) y la exposicion del Santisimo Sacramento deben
restringirse al clero y a unos pocos laicos delegados por el parroco —tipicamente los sacristanes vy,
ocasionalmente, algiin ministro extraordinario de la Sagrada Comunion— (Redemptionis
Sacramentum, #137)

e la Eucaristia nunca debe dejarse sin vigilancia cuando es expuesta en un ostensorio (Muwuchos
dones, un solo espiritu: Construccion_y renovacion litiirgicas #AF 134; Redemptionis Sacramentum, #130 y
#138)

e cn nuestra arquidiocesis, las capillas de adoracion deben ser distintas y estar separadas de la

iglesia propiamente dicha (Muchos dones, un solo espiritu: Construccion y renovacion litrirgicas AF 134;
Built of 1iving Stones #78).

Los problemas

En Reina de los Angeles, el tabernaculo de la capilla de adoracién ha estado accesible a cualquier
visitante que dispusiera del cédigo de la puerta (codigo que, por cierto, no se ha modificado en los
ultimos dos afios); ademas, la llave del tabernaculo se dejaba puesta en la cerradura, de modo que
cualquiera que entrara podia abrirlo y acceder directamente a la Eucaristia, lo que permitia a cualquier
persona con el codigo llevarsela consigo. Asimismo, esta reserva y exposicion del Santisimo Sacramento
es, en el mejor de los casos, esporadica; la mayor parte del tiempo, la Eucaristia permanece sin vigilancia.
Por ultimo, la capilla se encuentra habilitada en el nartex de la iglesia, solo unos pasos de la entrada
principal a la nave (cuerpo central) del templo.

Soluciones a corto y largo plazo

Tal como mencioné durante las Misas del fin de semana pasado, jya tenemos un plan! A corto plazo,
estamos trabajando para facilitar el acceso a la nave (cuerpo central) de la iglesia a través de la puerta
lateral, la cual funciona mediante un cédigo de acceso, que se les haran posible que los feligreses orar
ante el sagrario a cualquier hora. A largo plazo, evaluaremos en comunidad si podriamos organizar la
exposicion del Santisimo Sacramento en ocasiones especiales, en un dia fijo de la semana o con mayor
trecuencia.

En su enciclica Ecclesia de Encharistia, el Papa Juan Pablo II ensefié que “(c)orresponde a los Pastores
animar, incluso con el testimonio personal, el culto eucaristico, particularmente la exposicion del
Santisimo Sacramento y la adoracién de Cristo presente bajo las especies eucaristicas.” (25)
iAprovechemos esta oportunidad para renovar —juntos— nuestra devocion al Sefior, adorandolo ante
El en nuestras iglesias!

Atentamente,
Padre Jacob Maurer, parroco
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