Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?

This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia.
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k. WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

As the proper form of the Communicantes of
Eucharistic Prayer I says, today we celebrate
"the most sacred day on which your Only

Begotten Son, our Lord, placed at the right
hand of your glory our weak human nature,

which he had united to himself".

Later, after the Memorial Acclamation, the

priest prays that "these gifts be borne by the

hands of your holy Angel to your altar on high

in the sight of your divine majesty, so that all

of us who through this participation at the

altar receive the most holy Body and Blood of
your Son".

~ All of this takes place
. through the gifts over
"" which the priest prayed
“ "may we come to share
in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself

to share in our
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humanity".

The confusion and fear the Apostles felt at the
time of Christ's ascension gave way to
understanding that Jesus was not abandoning
them or us. Rather, at His ascension, Jesus
takes our humanity to the Father, placing not
just Himself but all of mankind (us!) at God's

right hand. Even more, He entrusts us with the

responsibility and authority of bringing Him -
spiritually and Eucharistically - to the whole

world. So strengthened, we may cooperate with

His ongoing work in our lives and that our
lives may further His work in the world!
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Read more at www.fathermaurer.com

Cf Acts 1: 11

One of the delights of
our Catholic faith is how
it is both rooted in the
joys of God's creation
while still being oriented

towards eternity. It is for this reason we have
things like holy water fonts to bless ourselves,
bells to draw our attention to prayer, and
incense to honor the Lord.

But not every tradition is in the church - we
also have traditions in our own homes and
with our families. An Ascension picnic is one
of those practices, where Catholics go out to
a hilltop (much like the one Jesus ascended
from) and have a picnic together in
celebration of Christ's return to heaven!

From the announcements last weekend and
my blog post (read it at fathermaurer.coml),

you likely already know that Queen of Angels
parish is again available for adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle 24/7. 1
am grateful for the patience folks have had as
we made the necessary preparations for that
change, as well as for the great devotion to
our Bucharistic Lord!

This strikes me as a particularly opportune
moment to consider how ALL of us might
make prayer before the Blessed Sacrament a

part of our ; T o
regular routine, ‘
coming to Vvisit,
pray before and
adore the Lord!

ECCE PANIS ANGELORUM

From the desk of the pastor



https://fathermaurer.com/2026/05/05/worship-of-the-eucharistic-mystery-outside-mass-at-parish-family-49/
https://fathermaurer.com/
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+ IPOR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Reyes de la tierra, cantad a Dios, tocad al Sefior que asciende a lo mas alto de los cielos;

su majestad y su poder sobre las nubes. Aleluya.

En la forma propio del parte 'reunidos en
comunion' de la plegaria eucaristica I, dice que
"celebramos €l dia santisimo en que tu Hijo
unico, nuestro Seflor Jesuctisto, habiendo
tomado nuestra débil condicién humana, lo
exalto a la derecha de tu gloria".

Mas adelante, después de la aclamacién
memorial, el sacerdote ora que "esta ofrenda
sea llevada a tu presencia, hasta el altar del
cielo, por manos de tu Angel, para que cuanto
recibimos el Cuerpo y la Sangre de tu Hijo, al
participar aqui de este altar, seamos colmados
de gracia y bendicion."

Todo eso pasa por los
dones sobre que el

compartamos la
divinidad de quien se
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El confusién y medio de los Apdstoles cuando
Jesus ascendié eventualmente se convirtio en
comprension - jque Jesus no nos abandond!
Mas bien, en su ascension, Jesus toma nuestra
humanidad al Padre, colocando no solo a Si
mismo, sino a toda la humanidad (jnosotros!) a
la diestra de Dios. {Y hay mas! El nos confia la
responsabilidad y autoridad de traerle -
espiritual y eucaristicamente - a todo el mundo.
Que cooperamos con su trabajo en nuestras
vidas para que continuamos su misioén de
ofrecer salvacion a todos.

sacerdote oré "haz que

Unos de los delitos de
nuestra fe es el hecho que

es fundado en las alegrias
de creacion mientras que =
también es orientado a
eternidad. Para este razén
tenemos fuentes del agua santo para
bendecirnos, las campanas para llamar atencion
a oracion, y el incienso para honrar al Sefior.

Pero no toda tradicion es adentro la parroquia -
tenemos también tradiciones en nuestras casas,
con nuestras familias. Un picnic de la Ascencion
es unas de las practicas en que los catélicos
salen a la cima de una colina (como aquel desde
el cual ascendi6 Jesus) y hacer un picnic para
celebrar el regreso de Crista al cielo.

Después de los anuncios de los ultimos fines
de semana y mi articulo en mi blog (Iéelo en
fathermaurer.com), probablemente ya sabes

que 24/7 adoraciéon del Santisimo Sacramento
en el tabernaculo es disponible de nuevo en la
parroquia de Reina de los Angeles. Estoy
agradecido por la paciencia de todo mientras
hicimos las preparaciones necesarios - |y por
su devocioén a nuestro Senor Eucaristico!

Me parece que este es un momento
particularmente oportuno para considerar
como TODOS de nosotros podriamos hacer
oracion antes el Santisimo un parte de nuestra

rutina regular, jpara
visitar, orar ante y
adorar el Sefor!
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17 mayo, 2026 Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com Del escritorio del pastor
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