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+ WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT?

- Father Jacob Maurer

I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress,

I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for evet.

"Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call him while he is near."

- Isaiah 55:6
How many of us are standing idle in our lives,
as if we were those of today's parable, waiting
for the Lord to say, 'You too come to me'? I do
not think that they were sinning, but we -
members of the Body of Christ, chosen of the
Lord - we know well what we recited today in
the responsorial psalm: The Lord is near to all
who call on Him.

But... do we call on
Him?

At times, yes! I
propose that
during much of
our lives, we do
not draw near to
the Lord. Maybe
we are afraid to
presume to put
before Him our petitions or it does not even

occur to us that we could put them before Him.

When we finally realize the generosity of the
Lotd, we, too, begin to grumble against Him -
'how come you didn't give us what we wanted?'.
I imagine Him responding "did you not know
that I am generous, that I always wait - and yet
wait - for your invitation?"

"The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
to all who call upon him in truth." Let us call
upon Him today, even right now!
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Monday, September 21, we
celebrate the feast of Saint
Matthew, apostle & evangelist.

Each of the evangelists have

their own symbol and, in the =
case of Saint Matthew, his symbol is a winged
man. Although these symbols are from the
book of the prophet Ezekiel, the Church
Fathers associated them with each gospel, as
prefiguring the proclamation of the Lord. We
also encounter them in the visions of Saint
John in the book of Revelations.

The symbol of Saint Matthew is a winged
man because his gospel begins with Christ's
genealogy, focusing on His humanity.

After several days of vacation with friends in
the woods, I will spend most of this week
with parishioners from our parishes and
throughout the archdiocese at the Palisades
retreat center in Federal Way for the first of
two trainings in advocacy for those who seek
a declaration of nullity o, as they're more
commonly called, an annulment.

There are SO many misconceptions about
what the Church has to say about marriage,
divorce, and annulments. While I can't do Her
teachings justice here, I would offer this
encouragement to anyone who has suffered
from divorce and/or is need of an annulment:
there is a path forward, with good people
waiting to help you walk it! Please call me
or one of our priests to learn more.

From the desk of the pastor
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+ IPOR QUE LOS CATOLICOS HACEN ESO?

- Padre Jacob Maurer

Yo soy la salvacion del pueblo, dice el Sefior. Cuando me invoquen en la tribulacion,

los escucharé y seré para siempre su Sefior.

"Busquen al Sefior mientras lo pueden
encontrar, invoéquenlo mientras esta cerca"

- Isafas 55:6

¢Cuantos de nosotros estamos ociosos en
nuestras vidas, como si fuéramos los de la
parabola, esperando por el Sefior decir 'vayan
ustedes a mi'? No digo que ellos pecaron, pero
nosotros - miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo,
elegidos de Dios - sabemos bien lo que
decimos en el salmo responsorial: el Sefior esta

cerca a todos que
llama a El.

Pero....¢la llamamos?

A veces, jsil Propésito
que, sobre mucho de
nuestras vidas, no nos
acercamos el Sefior.
Quisa tenemos miedo

de presumir ante el
Seflor con nuestras peticiones o0 nNo se nNos
ocurre que podemos ponerlos ante EL

Cuando finalmente nos damos cuenta de la
generosidad de Dios, comenzamos a
reclamarle a Fl - 'sporque no nos diste lo que
querfa?' Yo imagino que El nos responderia
"¢no sabias que soy generoso, que Yo siempre
estaba - y aun ahora estoy - esperando por s«
invitacion?"

"No esta lejos de aquellos que lo buscan;
muy cerca esta el Sefior, de quien lo invoca."
iQue invoquémoslo hoy, ahoral

Leer mas en www.fathermaurer.com

Lunes, 21 de septiembre,
celebremos la fiesta de San
Mateo - apostol y evangelista.

Cada de los evangelistas
tienen su propio simbolo vy,
en el caso de San Mateo, su

simbolo es un hombre alado.
Aunque los simbolos son del libro de Ezequiel,
los Padres de la Iglesia los asociaron con cada
evangelio como prefiguracion. Encontremos
también estos simbolos en las visiones de San

Juan en el libro de Apocalipsis.

El simbolo de San Mateo es un hombre alado
porque empieza su evangelio con la genealogia
de Cristo, enfocado en la humanidad del Sefior.

Después de algunos dias de vacaciones con
amigos, pasaré la mayor parte de esta semana
con parroquianos de nuestras parroquias y de
toda de la arquididcesis en el centro de retiros
de Palisades en Federal Way. Esta es el
primero de dos entrenamientos para asistir los
que buscan una declaraciéon de nulidad
matrimonial - también llamado una anulacion.

Hay TANTOS conceptos erréneos sobre lo
que son las ensefianzas de la Iglesia sobre
matrimonio, divorcio, y anulacién. Aunque no
puedo explicar todo aqui, me gustaria ofrecer
este aliento a todos que han sufrido del
divorcio o/y necesita una anulacion: jhay un
camino a seguir para ti, con gente
esperando ayudarte! Por favor, llamame o a
unos de nuestros sacerdotes para saber mas.
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